dprl@10:
The Document and Pattern Recognition Lab’s First 10 Years

Richard Zanibbi
Biography
Dr. Zanibbi joined the Department of Computer Science at
RIT in 2006, where he directs the Document and Pattern
Recognition Lab (DPRL – www.cs.rit.edu/~dprl). His research
interests
include
Document
Recognition,
Information
Retrieval, and Human-Computer Interaction. Funding for his
research has been provided by Xerox, Google, the NSF, and
the Alfred P. Sloan foundation. The DPRL has an international
profile, and the lab has hosted research visitors from around
the world. Dr. Zanibbi has held Visiting Professor
appointments at the University of Nantes (France) and
University of Waterloo (Canada).
Dr. Zanibbi received his PhD in Computer Science from
Queen’s University (Canada), and was an NSERC Postdoctoral
Fellow at the Centre for Pattern Recognition and Machine
Intelligence in Montreal before coming to RIT. He has
published in leading

international journals and conference proceedings (e.g. TPAMI,
CVPR, IJDAR, and SIGIR), and is best known for his work on
the recognition and retrieval of mathematical notation, Video
CAPTCHAs, and detecting text in images of natural scenes.
He co-chaired the 2012 and 2013 SPIE Document Recognition
and Retrieval (DRR) conferences, and is co-chairing the
upcoming International Conference on Frontiers in Handwriting
Recognition (ICFHR 2018) being held in Niagara Falls. Dr.
Zanibbi is the Communications Officer for the International
Association on Pattern Recognition (IAPR) TC-11 (Reading
Systems), and serves on a variety of international conference
program committees and journal editorial boards (e.g., ICDAR,
ICFHR, IJDAR, and IET Computer Vision).

The Goal: Improve algorithms and tools for recognition and retrieval
of information in documents, images, audio and video.
The Document and Pattern Recognition Lab (DPRL) started in
the summer of 2007, and this year marks the 10th
anniversary of the lab. This poster summarizes the
accomplishments of
DPRL students during the lab’s first
decade. The DPRL is collaborative and student-centered, with
its primary goal being to make contributions to the
international research community. This goal is used to
structure how students are trained: students in the lab learn
about
representing
problems
and
their
solutions
mathematically, research programming,

compiling literature reviews, experimental design, collecting
and analyzing results, collaboration, academic writing, and
giving presentations. Our work has been disseminated widely in addition to presentations that I have given, in the last three
years DPRL students have given presentations at leading
conferences including NTCIR 2014 in Japan, DRR 2015 in San
Francisco, SIGIR 2014 in the Gold Coast, Australia, SIGIR
2016 in Pisa, Italy, SIGIR 2017 in Tokyo, Japan, and CVPR
2016 in Las Vegas.

